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Transport Your
Firearm Legally

Commonly Asked Questions
On Transporting Firearms in lllinois

Illinois State Police




An lllinois resident who acquires
or possesses firearms or firearm
ammunition within the state must have
in their possession a valid Firearm
Owner’s Identification (FOID) card

issued in their name.

Answers provided to the following questions are
meant only to give general guidance regarding
transporting firearms and ammunition. The
answers do not and are not meant to replace
statutory language.

A FOID application can be downloaded from the lllinois
State Police web site at www.isp.state.il.us or may be
obtained at most retail stores where firearms are sold.
Non residents are not required to have an lllinois FOID
Card.The FOID Card is NOT a conceal and carry permit.

Sixty calendar days after you obtain your lllinois driver's
license or lllinois Identification Card.

Three statutory codes regulate the possession, transfer,
and transportation of firearms - the Criminal Code, the
Wildlife Code, and the Firearm Owner’s Identification Act.

In order to comply with those statutes when transporting
a firearm, it must be:

1. broken down in a non-functioning state; or

2. not immediately accessible; or

3. unloaded and enclosed in a case, firearm
carrying box, shipping box, or other container
by a person who has been issued a currently
valid Firearm Owner’s Identification Card.

No. However, it is recommended that to transport a
firearm, it be unloaded and encased and possessed by
the holder of a valid FOID card.

The firearm is disassembled, making it inoperable, e.g.,
slide or barrel removed.

The Criminal Code refers to “a case, firearm carrying
box, shipping box, or other container.”

Non-residents must be legally eligible to possess
or acquire firearms and ammunition. Non residents
are not required to have an lllinois FOID Card. It is
recommended that in order to be in compliance with all
statutes, non-residents transport all firearms:

1. broken down in a non-functioning state; or

2. not immediately accessible; or

3. unloaded and enclosed in a case, firearm carrying
box, shipping box, or other container.

No. lllinois does not recognize “conceal and carry”
permits from any state. Both non-residents and residents
are subject to lllinois’ law, restrictions, and penalties.

lllinois® Unlawful Use of Weapons law does not
preempt local ordinances from banning firearms.
Persons carrying or transporting firearms through
such communities could be subject to local firearm
ordinances. It is recommended that you contact local
authorities regarding their firearm ordinances.

The law states a person must “knowingly” violate
the law. The assumption in the question is that
the driver was unaware of a firearm’s presence.
However, at a traffic stop, you should expect the
officer to handle the situation at face value, take
enforcement action accordingly, and let the court
settle the matter. Don’t put someone in that position.



